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Acts 9:1-20 

 

“Rescuing the Bible From Fundamentalism: The Apostle Paul” 

 

The walls of my ½ bathroom currently look like an insane asylum.  The lower half of the 

door and walls have thick scratch marks in them because my dog Baby went a little crazy 

while we were gone this summer.  It all started with fireworks on the 4th – she hates them 

– and then continued while we were gone in NH for two weeks.  And no, she wasn’t 

locked in the bathroom for two weeks!  But she does stay in there during the day while 

we’re gone. 

 

You might wonder why I keep the dog in the ½ bath.  I used to keep her in a crate until 

somehow she managed to slip out but still keep it locked. Houdini dog, the dog sitter 

called her.  We tried everything to keep the lock secure, but nothing worked, so we 

started keeping her in the ½ bath, which worked until this summer when she went crazy 

and scratched the walls and started eating the molding.   

 

Baby’s an old dog and I’m a lazy dog owner, which means not much will change in her 

behavior or mine.  (You know what they say; there’s no such thing as a bad dog, only a 

bad owner.)  But I saw advertised on tv a new dog food by Purina called Bright Mind 

which promotes alertness and mental sharpness in dogs 7 and older.  The commercial 

claims it will help dogs make better decisions.  After seeing the commercial I was sold 

and announced I was going to feed it to Baby and maybe my kids, too.  Which prompted 

one of them to say they might feed it to me. 

 

I haven’t yet tried it, mostly because I have a ton of her old food left.  But I’m also a little 

skeptical because, you know what they say: you can’t teach an old dog new tricks.  

Experience teaches us that it’s hard to get dogs and their owners to change their ways.   

 

Which leads me to the story of Paul’s conversion.  It’s larger than life.  Numerous 

paintings throughout history have depicted Paul falling off his horse, blinded by the light 

that flashes from heaven.  Flannery O’Connor once wrote, “I reckon the Lord knew that 

the only way to make a Christian out of that one was to knock him off his horse.”  (Even 

though the story never mentions a horse.) 

 

Now, since this is a series on rescuing the Bible from fundamentalism, I should say from 

the get-go that I know many of us are skeptical of stories like this.  We question whether 

it really happened; it’s so dramatic it’s almost off-putting; so we chalk it up to another 

unbelievable story that we can leave in the past as ancient and irrelevant. 

 

But friends, maybe it’s not that sort of story.  Maybe the truth of the story doesn’t reside 

in whether it actually happened or not.  Maybe the truth it has to teach us is that old dogs 

really can learn new tricks.  Because Saul’s not the only one in this story who’s taught 



new tricks; Ananias learns some, too.  We usually forget that because the story of Saul is 

so spectacular. 

 

Luke is a masterful storyteller of few words.  He begins our story stating simply 

“Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder . . .”   

 

Saul was a very religious Jew who cared deeply about his faith.  He wanted it to survive 

intact, as it had through thousands of years.  Yet his faith was being threatened by a small 

group within Judaism.  This group called themselves the "people of the Way," and they 

claimed that the Messiah had come as a common peasant from Nazareth.  This man had 

lived among the Jewish community, had been killed, and now they claimed he had risen 

from the dead!  Saul believed this dangerous heresy must be stopped! 

 

So Saul began his attack on these people of the Way.  Everyone around him witnessed his 

energy and enthusiasm in stamping out this movement.    

 

Saul was a bystander when Stephen, one of the people of the Way, was stoned to death.  

He heard Stephen cry out, "Lord, Jesus, welcome me - - and Lord, don't blame them for 

what they have done."  Was he shaken by that experience?  It seems not, for he continued 

to go from town to town arresting men and women.  And yet, the tiny movement was 

growing, into Samaria, south to Ethiopia.  Saul went to the high priest for permission to 

go to Damascus where this group was expanding.  Filled with passionate hate, Saul was 

determined to wipe out the people of the Way wherever he found them! 

 

Well, we know what happened next, of course.  God had other plans for Saul.  A blinding 

light dazed him, and as he fell to the ground he heard a voice say to him, “Saul, why are 

you out to get to me?”  “Who are you?” Saul asks.  “I’m Jesus, the one you’ve been 

persecuting.”  And then Jesus tells him to go to Damascus where someone will tell him 

what to do next. 

 

That someone is Ananias.  Now, the last thing Ananias wants to do is see Saul, because 

everyone knew about Saul.  But Ananias goes, reluctantly at first, and lays hands on Saul.  

Scales fall from his eyes, he’s baptized, and he promptly goes into the Damascus 

synagogues, preaching the Good News of Jesus Christ.   

 

In case you’re wondering how anyone could possibly change their ways so quickly, let 

me say up front that this is all God’s doing.  But most good conversion stories that hold 

true are God’s doing, because only God can change someone’s life in such a dramatic 

fashion because by and large people are change averse.  We don’t like learning new 

tricks.  We get set in our ways and routines and habits, we get more so-as my Mimi used 

to say.  Saul was set in his ways, and he was only growing more so-more hateful, more 

spiteful, more deadly.  So this is when God said, “I don’t think so.”  And knocked him 

blind.  Now whether that really and truly happened, I can’t say for certain.  But, I do 

believe that God is in the business of changing lives, so if you hear a small, still voice 

that keeps nagging at you to change your ways, you might want to pay attention.  That 



could be God.  If you keep ignoring it and you get knocked off your proverbial horse, 

well you’ll know it was God. 

 

Now, the silent partner in all of this is Ananias.  Ananias doesn’t get much credit in this 

story because we’re so taken with the story of Saul’s conversion; but Ananias’ 

conversion is different.  I imagine him to be just like you and me. His relationship with 

God was conversational.  When God told him to get up and go look for Saul, he asked 

“why”.   

 

Which shouldn’t come as a shick because Ananias was pretty scared at the thought of 

going to speak with Saul.  Ananias had heard of him, and he didn’t want to go.  He knew 

what Saul had done to Stephen.  And he knew what Saul would do to him!  “Are you sure 

about this?” he asked.  “Yes,” God answered.  So Ananias went, probably with some 

reluctance because, after all, you can’t teach an old dog new tricks.  Experience teaches 

us to be cautious about a person’s ability to change.  Ananias did not believe for one 

second that Saul, Christian persecutor numero uno could or would change.   

 

And yet, Ananias went-but not of his own accord.  Like Saul’s conversion, Ananias’ too, 

was is God’s doing.  In fact, He received the same exact message Saul did: get up and go. 

But unlike Saul, he gets an explanation: go because Saul is the person I’ve chosen to 

bring my message to the people.  Well surprise, surprise.   That’s a new one.  If Ananias 

had had a horse, he surely would have fallen off it.  His address to Saul: “Brother Saul,” 

announces his change of heart, his conversion, if you will, from thinking ‘There’s no way 

this old dog can learn new tricks,” to believing that with God, all things are possible.  

And then he baptized him. 

 

Like Ananias and Saul, we sit here today as ordinary people; as people whose 

relationships with God are affirmed at our baptism, that moment when God graciously 

acts through water and words to eternally declare we are a part of Christ’s family.  And 

like Ananias and Saul, God will not always be content to let us rest on laurels.  God will 

sometimes intervene in our lives and change them forever.  Our task is to remain open to 

what God is doing in and around us, even when we feel uneasy like Ananias did, or 

believe without a doubt that the path we’re on is the right one, like Saul did, because 

sometimes God has other plans for us. 

 

Countless people in the Bible are going along, happy with their path in life, only to find 

God come along and change it up.  God told Abraham to pack up his belongings and 

family and move to a new place; Sarah learned she was going to have a baby long after 

that was physically possible; Moses was a leading a good life as an Egyptian prince when 

God told him to lead the Israelites; Mary didn’t believe God when God told her she was 

going to have a baby.  “Who me?” She asked.  Yes you, God said.  And what she did then 

declare?  I truly believe that with God, all things are possible.  Later in Acts, some 

Samaritans, an Ethiopian eunuch, a Roman centurion, and even Peter will be converted 

from their old ways of thinking and doing to a new way of thinking and doing.  In all of 

these stories God touches the lives of these people and changes them.  

 



There are a whole lot of religious bumper stickers with bad theology-but there’s one I 

saw recently that is trite but true: God isn’t done with me yet.  God wasn’t done with Saul 

or Ananias, and God isn’t done with you.  God is at work in your life, and perhaps-just 

maybe-God is trying to open your eyes to see the light in a new way, veering you from 

one path to another, and trying to get you to change. 

 

And if the thought of that scares you more than fireworks scare a dog, fear not as the 

Bible likes to us.  Because When the change in our lives is difficult, God walks with us, 

takes us by the hand, and gently leads us.  I think God knows the change thing is hard for 

some of us old dogs.  New tricks don’t come easily.  But, We don’t go it alone.  God 

walks with us and leads us in a new way to a new day. 

 

Amen. 
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