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“Saving For Retirement” 
 
There’s an old joke about a stingy old man who had been diagnosed with a 
terminal illness and was determined to prove wrong the saying, “You can’t 
take it with you.”  
 
After much thought and consideration, the old man finally figured out how 
to take at least some of his money with him when he died. He instructed his 
wife to go to the bank and withdraw enough money to fill two pillow cases. 
He then directed her to take the bags of money to the attic and leave them 
directly above his bed. His plan: When he passed away, he would reach out 
and grab the bags on his way to heaven.  
 
Several weeks after the funeral, the deceased man’s wife, up in the attic 
cleaning, came upon the two forgotten pillow cases stuffed with cash.  
 
“Oh, that darned old fool,” she exclaimed. “I knew he should have had me 
put the money in the basement.”  
 
A fool and his money are soon parted, so the saying goes.  The Bible has 
been trying to warn us of this for years. 
 
Money is a notoriously taboo subject for the church to address.  What do 
people say?  Never talk about money or politics in church, especially from 
the pulpit.  Just stick to holy things and you’ll be fine, people tell their 
preachers. 
 
People are surprised when I tell them that: 
1.  Jesus was a political figure. 
2. There are more references in the Bible about money and possessions 
than any other subject but God. 



How can a preacher who takes the Bible seriously avoid discussing politics 
or money?  It’s nearly impossible.  But both remain a taboo subject.  When 
asked, only 3% of church members say they’ve ever discussed their finances 
with another church member.  And only 4% say they’ve ever discussed their 
finances with a pastor. 
 
Neither figure comes as a surprise to me.  When it comes to money, there’s 
a silence in the church.  We may know so much about a person’s family, 
children, health, job, and problems they have with any of those things, all 
of which are extremely personal subjects, but nothing about their finances.  
And yet money is something we deal with every day.  We spend it and 
count it; we write checks and we use our credit cards; we read our bank 
statements and balance our checkbooks; and many of us worry about it.  
Every day money passes through our hands.  Every Sunday we pray over 
money.  But other than that, save for stewardship Sunday, we never 
address it. 
 
The church, I think, does its members a great disservice by not addressing 
the subject.  Because while we ignore it, everyone around us is addressing 
it.  We get bombarded daily with messages about money.  TV commercials 
tell us to spend it; financial planners tell us to save it; credit card solicitors 
tell us to charge it; the list goes on and on.   
 
And the church remains silent. 
 
Which is a real pity, because God does care about what we do with our 
money.  We cannot deny it.  God does care.  And the reason God cares so 
much about what we do with our money is NOT because God wants or 
needs our money (that point should be blatantly obvious but I’ll point it out 
just in case), God cares about what we do with our money because God 
knows there is a direct correlation between what we do with our money 
and whether or not we’re really acting like children of God.  When Jesus 
goes on about money, as he does today, it’s not just the sayings of a starry-
eyed prophet who has no idea what goes on in the real lives of real people. 
He’s saying it because he does know what goes on in the real lives of real 
people, and really does want what is best for all of us. Not just you, and not 



just me . . .but all of us. And that’s where the problems begin – more on 
that in a minute. 
 
Today’s story opens up with 2 siblings haggling over their inheritance.  
Whether or not this really happened is inconsequential, because we know 
this does happen today.  Heirs fight over furniture, dishes, silver, jewelry, 
property and money.  In the argument we encounter in Luke, one brother 
wants Jesus to play referee and tell the other brother to give him his ½ of 
the inheritance. 
 
But Jesus refuses to get sucked into their family squabble.  Instead, Jesus 
tells them that greed is a very dangerous thing and that life is not defined 
by what you have. 
 
So far, so good, right?  We know greed is dangerous.  We know we’re not 
defined by our possessions. 
 
But then, he tells a story about a farmer who had a terrific crop and the 
story line gets a little murky.  The farmer’s crop was so good, Jesus tells us, 
he didn’t have enough barn space for his harvest.  So the farmer starts to 
think out loud.  “What can I do with this wonderful harvest? I know, I’ll tear 
down my small barn and build a bigger barn.  Then I’ll gather my harvest 
and put it in the new barns.  When I’m done doing this I can give myself a 
pat on the back and say, ‘Self, well done.  Eat, drink and be merry.  You can 
now retire.’” 
 
Now, how do you think that farmer feels?  Great, I bet.  Satisfied with a job 
well done.  Relieved that he can he finally retire after years of hard work.   
After all, farming is a hard life.  What wise farmer wouldn’t build a bigger 
barn to store his extra crop?   
 
Now, before you go thinking that the problem here is that he built a bigger 
barn to store his bigger crop, don’t.  Because that’s not the problem. 
Seeking a long-term solution to his abundant crop isn’t bad. In fact, there’s 
a Biblical precedent for it. Back in the book of Genesis, when Joseph dreamt 
there would be a seven year bounty followed by a seven year famine, he 



instructed Pharaoh to store all the crops from the bounty to get through 
the famine.  And God was fine with that.  
 
So why is God raining on the parade of Luke’s farmer?  What’s the 
problem? 
 
Well, for starters, this farmer is no Joseph, who wisely discerned the times 
and acted appropriately for the benefit of those in need. Rather, this 
farmer is narcissistic and only focused on himself as he tells his inner self to 
relax, eat, drink and be merry because “I, I, have enough stored for years to 
come.” 
 
And it’s that narcissism that is his undoing and, let’s be honest, causes God 
to take his life that very night. The notion that he needs no one, depends 
on no one, and can do it all alone, will prove to be fatal. 
 
And then, as if those words aren’t enough to scare us, we hear the closing 
line, the final blow: “So it will be with those who store up treasures for 
themselves and are not rich toward God.” 
 
So what does it mean for us to be people who are rich toward God? Does it 
mean we will give away our possessions and money? Yes. Does it mean we 
should share from our abundance? Yes. Does it mean we shouldn’t build 
bigger barns just for the sake of building bigger barns? Yes. 
 
But there’s also something larger going on here, and an important message 
for our times, and it is this: 
 
No one is an island, and no one goes it alone. The myth of the self-made 
man is just that – a myth. All of us have people who have gone before us 
upon whose shoulders we stand and who have helped to make us who we 
are – and we need those people and we need to be those people for 
others. No matter who we are, we need the help and support of others, for 
none of us can go it alone, and none of us do go it alone. Because it’s in 
community that we find sustenance and hope, and comfort and help. We 
don’t find that alone, living alone, in our big barn filled with stuff. 
 



And this is a very important message for our time, when we struggle as 
small communities, or as a city, and as a nation with how to live in 
community with other people. 
 
Because there is, right now, a profound and increasingly shared message 
out and about that we should not and cannot trust each other, and that the 
world is increasingly dangerous and we should therefore be increasingly 
afraid. That kind of fear will not lead us forward. The regular and relentless 
biblical injunction “do not be afraid” is not offered simply to bolster our 
individual courage but to make it easier for us to turn to one another with 
our fears and hopes and dreams and needs in order to form a community. 
The Bible warns us against fear because it’s really hard to care for your 
neighbor and create a community when you are afraid. 
 
Don’t get me wrong. Community is not easy. It means putting up with 
people who disagree with you and annoy you and even have hurt you. 
Forgiveness, as well as trust, is vital. But this is God’s will, that we “not be 
alone.” And I think this farmer who was rich in possessions but absolutely 
dirt poor in relationships never got that message. 

The world sells us fear and anxiety.  God’s advertisement is don’t buy it.  
Which is hard, I know. But we were not made to live in isolation. We were 
made to live in community . . .from the very beginning when Adam 
requested a partner, we were made to live in community. And as 
communities, especially community of God’s people – like we consider 
ourselves – we’re called to use what we have, all of which is a gift from 
God, to advance God’s agenda of care and compassion for all.  

Amen. 

 


