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So, I think it’s fair to say that the Church has done a really poor job talking about 

sex.  Whether we want to acknowledge it or not, we should probably begin this 

topic with a confession of sin -- that we have said things we shouldn’t have said, 

or we haven’t said things we should have said.  My guess is most of us here error 

on the latter, of not speaking up when we should. 

But when we don’t talk, we allow others to do the talking for us.  We concede the 

conversation to other people, so we – and most especially young people. 

Our girls get the message that being sexy is what’s most important (and sexy is 

extremely narrowly defined according to what these women look like), and boys 

get the message that it’s only OK to cry in certain situations – because doing 

otherwise wouldn’t be “manly”.  And we allow sex to be a commodity that is used 

for entertainment or therapy or doesn’t really mean anything.  Because, let’s be 

honest, sex sells.   

And when the church does speak up, it’s often with a homophobic, hateful voice, 

such as the people in the video have experienced.  This week I’ve read many of 

the comments made about Bruce Jenner’s transition to Caitlyn Jenner, everything 

from:  

 “Bruce Jenner is not a woman, he is a sick and delusional man” from 

conservative Christian blogger Matt Walsh, 

  To the archbishop of San Francisco, who joked about how a major 

university advertised housing ‘for a grand total of 14 different gender 

identities. … I’m sure even more will be invented as time goes on,’ 

prompting laughter from the audience of about 200.” (Friends, laughter is 

not the appropriate pastoral response here.) 

https://vimeo.com/118620741


 

But I also came across stories, sad stories, like the one of Aleen (Uh-leen) Nettles, 

a 17 year-old woman who was cat-called by some boys while walking down the 

street, and when they found out she was transgender they beat her, leaving her 

in a coma where she died 5 days later. 

I read about the story of Leelah Alcorn, a transgender teen in Ohio who 

committed suicide by throwing herself in front of truck on interstate 71 after her 

parents told her “God doesn’t make mistakes”, in reply to her telling them she 

was trapped in the wrong body. 

Friends, I’ll be honest with you and tell you that I don’t know what to say about 

Caitlyn Jenner or transgender people and the biological, psychological, 

physiological facts.  I don’t even know what to say theologically about it, because 

the transgender subject is pushing theological boundaries of what it means to be 

created in the image of God, and what it means to have a soul and a body.  Jenner 

said in the Dianne Sawyer interview, when she was still Bruce, that: “He feels he 

was created by God who said, “Hey, let’s give him the soul of a female and let’s 

see how he deals with that.”).   

But I’m pretty sure I know how to respond pastorally, and that is with compassion 

and prayer, being a person who is willing to listen and learn, and one who is open 

and welcoming.   

And I feel this way because of what the Bible says.  I actually believe the Bible 

compels me to be open and affirming, not judgmental and exclusionary, even 

though so many people read the Bible like that. 

So let’s talk about all those Bible verses that are used to discriminate because 

they all lean in a negative direction. 

There are 7 or 8 of them depending, on how you read them.  (The passages are: 

Genesis 19:1-29, Judges 19:1-30, Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13, Romans 1:18-27, 1 

Corinthians 6:9, 1 Timothy 1:10, and Jude 5-7.)  In some circles they’re referred to 

as “clobber passages”, for the obvious reason that people use them to clobber 

LGBTQ people.  I won’t go into all of them – but suffice it to say that generally, 

people pluck these passages from the context in which they were written, plop 

them down for all to see, and declare “See, I told you the Bible disapproves of 



homosexuality.”  And if that’s all you knew about these passages, you’d be hard-

pressed to disagree.   

But the problem is, we – and by we I mean Presbyterians – we don’t read our 

Bibles this way.  We don’t pick and choose and pull out of context; we look at 

what surrounds the passage, why it might have been written, what the original 

author was trying to say to his or her audience, the point he or she was trying to 

get across, and what the passage might really say in the original Hebrew or Greek.  

The fancy word for this is exegesis.  And it’s a requirement for anyone seeking 

ordination as a teaching elder in the PC(USA).   

When you exegete these passages, you learn, for example, that the author of 

Leviticus was concerned that Israel should grow as a nation, so procreation 

becomes the primary reason for people to have sex.  Or with the story of Sodom 

and Gomorrah, you learn that the men who surrounded Lot’s house wanted to 

rape the angels visiting him, and that Lot instead offered up his daughters – 

because the angels visiting him were of more value than his own daughters were.  

So disturbing on so many levels. 

It’s really important when reading the Bible to know it’s context.  Context, 

context, context. 

You might find it interesting that way back in the year 177 CE, a man by the name 

of Irenaeus stepped forward to serve as the bishop of Lugundum, a city in Roman 

Gaul.  

Once in office, Irenaeus discovers a bewildering array of counterfeit Christianities 

are confusing his flock. These distorted versions of the faith talk about Jesus, but 

they bear scant resemblance to anything Christ and his apostles actually taught. 

Irenaeus is quite sure of this judgment, because he himself stands only one 

generation of teachers removed from Jesus’ apostles. Irenaeus had received 

instruction from Bishop Polycarp of Smyrna, who himself had sat at the feet of 

John, the son of Zebedee, the beloved disciple of Jesus. 

The problem Irenaeus faces is that these counterfeit Christians back up their 

teaching with Scripture quotes, and his people are wondering how a teaching 

supported from the Bible turns out to be mistaken.  



Irenaeus answers. Imagine, he says, that someone has a mosaic picture made out 

of colored stones. And all these multicolored fragments together form a beautiful 

portrait of a King. Now suppose, he says, that another artist comes along and 

disassembles the original mosaic, sorting all the stones into little colored piles. 

And now this person re-assembles all the stones into a new mosaic, and travels 

around showing off the picture, saying “Behold the King.” Only this time, in place 

of the original portrait, the new arrangement of stones forms a crudely-drawn 

image of a dog. Every single stone in that new mosaic comes from the original 

portrait of the King. But that does not make it a true picture of the King. 

This, says Irenaeus, is what the false teachers are doing with Scripture. Like the 

individual stones making up a mosaic, they take individual quotes from all over 

the Bible. But the quotes have been rearranged in such a way that they no longer 

present the “big picture” of God’s love in Christ that is the Bible’s true focus.  
(http://covnetpres.org/2014/06/will-know-fruits/) 

 

Friends, I can say unequivocally that I am open and affirming of LGBTQ people 

because the Bible has story after story that talk about God’s inclusive love.  The 

powerful words of the Hebrew prophets call all persons to repent of injustice and 

turn to God.  The Psalms express the hope of protection and a longing for justice.  

Jesus calls us to be good Samaritans and aid the victims of violence and take 

persons to safe places.  Jesus sends the disciples to heal the sick, to bind up the 

wounded, to preach the good news of liberation from oppression to all people. 

The Reformed Biblical tradition gives the church a clear mandate for how we are 

to live. These and other Biblical teachings point us to justice making for all 

persons. 

See, the thing is with the Bible-anyone can take a verse and twist it and distort it, 

but they can’t take away its overall theme-a theme that is authoritative for how 

we are to live as disciples of Christ. 

Friends, I cannot tell you enough, or implore to you enough, how important your 
voice is in the conversations that surround issues of civil rights and the Bible.  One 
of the more disturbing articles I came across this week was titled “An Open Letter 
to Christians from the Parents of a Transgender Child”, who said her daughter has 
been called names like: Perverted, "Disgusting", "Freak", "Shemale", "It" and 

http://covnetpres.org/2014/06/will-know-fruits/


"Tranny" and is suspicious of Christians because sometimes the worst rhetoric 
comes from so-called Christians.  But she also writes: 

“First, to my affirming Christian friends and those who are like-minded, thank you. 
To be honest, before you came into our lives, we were quite content to keep most 
Christians far away from our family. But, here you are with your love, acceptance 
and kindness, and you've made us reconsider that maybe all Christians aren't out 
to wound our family and cast judgment on our decisions. I have a huge favor to 
ask of you. Please, speak louder.” (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/melissa-mclaren/an-

open-letter-to-christi_1_b_7536054.html?utm_hp_ref=religion&ir=Religion) 

Did you hear that?  Speak louder. 

I read the letter on Wednesday. 

But on Thursday I experienced this need to speak louder when I went to be 

deposed by Bonhomme’s attorney.  Most of you know I’m a member of the AC for 

Bonhomme, and they have named each of us individually in the suit and are 

deposing each of us.  During the deposition the attorney would put certain 

documents in front of me, such as their bylaws, but one of those pieces of 

evidence caught me by surprise.  “Have you ever seen this document?” He asked. 

Why yes, I said.  I wrote it.  It was my sermon from May 17.  Rescuing the Bible 

from Fundamentalism.  The inference behind his questions was the viewpoints 

like mine are the cause of the decreased numbers in the church. That if people 

like me just shut-up about what we believe, and didn’t go around talking about 

things like picking and choosing, or championing marriage equality or the equal 

role of women in the church (yes, I had to defend my ordination), everything 

would be fine. 

Friends, I’m here to tell you that it’s not what I say that’s causing the downward 

trend of the church, it’s what people like us don’t say.  Because by not speaking 

up, we’re allowing the fundamentalist voice to be the only voice that is heard.  

And that voice can be hateful and hurtful and dare I say, unfaithful to God and to 

God’s Son Jesus Christ, who died and rose so that all may have eternal life.  Not 

just a select few who fit a certain category or mold of people, but all.  

So like the woman in her letter said, and I will reiterate, speak up.  Because if we 

don’t, we’re allowing others to speak for us.  So please, be the voice of hope.   

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/melissa-mclaren/an-open-letter-to-christi_1_b_7536054.html?utm_hp_ref=religion&ir=Religion
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/melissa-mclaren/an-open-letter-to-christi_1_b_7536054.html?utm_hp_ref=religion&ir=Religion


Amen.   


