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“To Make Christ Known” 

This is the 3rd and final sermon in my series about our vision to challenge the 

present to change the future to make Christ known.  Next week Advent begins and 

I’ll start a new series titled “I Believe Even When . . .”  I can’t believe that Advent 

starts next week and the church will be decorated and we’ll sing ‘O Come, O 

Come Emmanuel’.  Where does the time go?   

But back to our vision, to challenge the present to change the future to make 

Christ known.  For the last two weeks I’ve talked about how we’re required to do 

justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God – that’s the requirement the 

prophet Micah issues us on God’s behalf – and if we’re doing those 3 things we’ll 

challenge the present and therefore change the future – so that God’s kingdom 

can emerge.  And when that happens, Christ will be known. 

But today, I want to take it down a few notches and say quite simply that we will 

make Christ known by welcoming people; by connecting with others; and by 

showing hospitality to a guest (who comes to worship).   

You know, most people do not come to know Christ because of some superior 

theological argument we can make.  They come to know Christ, they start on their 

spiritual journey, because someone cared about them.  Think back on your own 

journey for a minute . . .chances are it started with someone who cared about 

you. 

Because it’s about people.  It’s about welcoming people, connecting with people, 

and showing hospitality to people.  This is how we make Christ known. 

So I want to share with you a funny story about hospitality shown to me – and full 

disclosure, I have Henry’s permission to tell it.  It was two weeks ago Saturday, 

the day of the big Friendship dance for Kirkwood and Webster.  Henry spent most 

of the day at the state cross country meet in Jefferson City, cheering on the 3 



runners Kirkwood had in the meet.  He got home about 4 or 4:30, leaving plenty 

of time to get ready and pick-up his date at 6:30.  No problem.  

About ten til 6, Henry comes downstairs in his brand new white shirt that I’d just 

ironed.  “It doesn’t fit!”  Sleeves are up to here; it’s tight here and here.  “No one 

will know when you have your jacket on,” I tell him.   

Well, apparently, wearing the jacket the entire night is not an option, nor is 

wearing his old blue dress shirt that is stained and also too small. 

Lucky for Henry, I’m about to leave to pick-up Julia and her friend at the mall.  As I 

leave muttering something about “why didn’t you try that shirt on two hours ago” 

I tell him I’ll see what I can do. 

What did we ever do before cell phones?  On the way to the mall I call Julia, who 

is waiting for me at the men’s department entrance of Nordstrom.  “Julia, we 

have a shirt emergency.  I need you to go into the men’s department and tell 

them you need a 15 ½ 34 white dress shirt.”  And Julia, God bless her, doesn’t ask 

any questions but just does it – having no clue what a 15 ½ 34 even means.   

I get to the mall, the parking god is on my side because there’s a space right there 

at the men’s department entrance to Nordstrom, run into the store, and there’s 

Julia at the counter, getting ready to the buy shirt, and the clerk – God bless her – 

is unpinning it and says, “I’ll steam press it for you.”  Music to my ears.  About 5 

minutes later she comes back with the shirt, puts it on a hanger, covers it with a 

dress bag, hands it to me and says, “I have 3 young boys.  I hope someone will do 

this for me some day.”   

And Henry was only 15 minutes late picking up his date, looking sharp in his new 

white shirt. 

Friends, what is Nordstrom known for?  Exceptional customer service.  If I had 

walked into Macy’s the clerk would have said, “The shirts are over there.”  And 

would have left me sorting through a stack of shirts as tall as the ceiling and then 

some. 

But not Nordstrom.  If you google “what is Nordstrom known for” exceptional 

customer service pops up before you ever have to type it in. 



Friends, wouldn’t it be great if we were the church known for exceptional 

customer service.  For hospitality.  For hospitality that is surprising; because that’s 

what make hospitality exceptional.  Exceptional hospitality is more than being 

friendly.  Exceptional hospitality surprises people, like I was surprised when the 

Nordstrom clerk said, “I’ll steam press it for you.”  She went out of her way. 

In the 2nd Corinthians reading, Paul talks about how we are ambassadors for 

Christ.  What is an ambassador?  An ambassador is someone who acts as a 

representative of something -- a country, an organization.  And we expect 

ambassadors to behave in a certain way so that we’re represented well.   

“You are an ambassador for Christ,” Paul says.  It seems like a no-brainer.  And yet 

it’s so hard for some churches to do.  Even though every church says they’re 

friendly, not every church is.  I’ve visited churches where no one talked to me.  

And I’ve visited churches where people are friendly.  But it’s a rare church where 

I’ve witnessed exceptional, surprising hospitality. 

So what does it look like? 

 It can begin with wearing your name tag. It makes it easier for a guest to 

remember your name or know who to ask if he or she has a question.   

 It helps to sit in the middle and towards the front. 

 Show people, don’t point.   

 Make introductions; be a connector.   

 Offer someone a cup of coffee; go with them to fellowship time after 

church. 

 Spend the first 3 minutes you get here talking to someone you don’t know. 

 Observe the 10 foot rule; take charge of the 10 feet around you.  Who is 

new?  Are there distractions?  Does someone need something? 

During the 6th century there lived a monk by the name of St. Benedict.  He was 

known for his rule which emphasized sharing hospitality with strangers.  In his 

rule he instructs that: 

“All guests who present themselves are to be welcomed as Christ, for he himself 

will say, “I was a stranger and you are welcomed.”  Proper honor must be shown 

to all.  Once a guest has been announced, the superior and the brothers are to 

meet him with all courtesy of love.  All humility should be shown in addressing a 



guest on arrival and departure.  By a bow of the head or by a complete prostration 

of the body, Christ is to be adored because he is indeed welcomed in them.” 

(And last) Think about what you can do to make a guest feel more comfortable?  

We never know what prompts someone to visit their first time, or what is going 

on in someone’s life.  There could be a crisis, a loss, or hardship, or maybe they 

just wanted to come to church, but no matter what the reason, walking in the 

door the first time is hard.  It’s unnerving.  They may or may not be familiar with 

how church is done, when to stand or when to sit, what the Lord’s Prayer or 

Doxology is.  They might think they stick out like a sore thumb or need to have 

their theology all worked out; they might worry about something they’ve done, 

something in their past, that would make them not welcome here.  So it’s really, 

really important that we make it easier for them by showing them surprising 

hospitality because we are Christ’s ambassadors, and we know and believe that 

Christ would welcome them no matter what.   

Remember, most people start on their spiritual journey because someone cared 

about them.  It wasn’t a convincing theological argument, but a kind word, a 

welcoming gesture, an invitation.   Because it’s about people, people caring for 

people, always has been – always will be.   

In today’s John reading, Jesus invites two of the disciples to “come and see”, after 

asking them what they were looking for.  He doesn’t try to win them over by 

convincing them he’s the Messiah, or citing a verse or two from scripture.  When 

he sees them following him, he asks, “What are you looking for?” And instead of 

giving him an answer, like “We’re looking for the meaning of life,” they ask him, 

“Where are you staying, Rabbi?”—which sounds suspiciously like they’re angling 

for an invitation to lunch. Which is essentially what they get. “Come and see,” he 

says, and they go with him and spend the day there, and at the end, one of them, 

Andrew, finds his brother Simon and tells him the most astonishing thing: “We 

just found the Messiah,” which is a way of saying, “We just found the truth.” And 

he persuades Simon to come and see, and he does, and Jesus renames him Peter, 

and the rest is history. The Christian enterprise begins. 

Faith starts not with a creed or a theological argument but with an invitation to 

lunch and a conversation, a relationship. Evangelism, the sharing of truth, 



happens here not by preaching, or a compelling intellectual argument, but with 

an act of hospitality, “Come and see.”   

It was that way in the beginning, and it will continue to be that way.  It’s God 

working through people inviting people.  That’s why most of you are here; 

someone invited you or told you about Faith Des Peres.  Almost half of you said in 

the survey that you’re here because someone invited you.  In the focus group we 

conducted 3 weeks ago, 12 out of the 13 people said they’re here today because 

someone invited them or told them about Faith Des Peres.  It’s people inviting 

people, showing hospitality to people.  Making Christ known. 

This is really important for you to know and understand as we live into our vision, 

because the only we can realize that vision is with your help, and God’s help --  

What if our aim in the next year was for each of us to invite one person to come 

and see.  And by the way, I hear it takes 7 invitations before that person actually 

shows up.  What if we showed them we cared, and welcomed them by surprising 

them with our hospitality – and not just because we want to grow, but because 

we want to make Christ known, because the world could be different if more 

people knew about the love of God we see in Christ.  What if we made that our 

aim?  Imagine how we could change the future; what sort of world could emerge.  

It might begin to look like God’s kingdom.  We could use that, don’t you think? 

You are Christ’s ambassador.  God makes God’s appeal through you.  And you 

don’t need to make Christ known with a fancy argument, or big theological words.  

You don’t need to know your Bible inside and out or have your theology all 

figured out, or be a perfect person.  You just need to show someone you care, 

and welcome them, and surprise them with your hospitality.   

And I know you can do it, because you did I for me, and my family, and someone 

did it for you.  So you know what it looks like, and how it feels to be welcomed.  

And that’s a good feeling.  It’s about people; people welcoming people; people 

caring for people.  Always has been; always will be. 

Amen.    

 

 



 

 

 

 

      

  

 

 


