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Micah 6:8 

Holy God, your blessings are abundant, and your wisdom exceeds our grasp. Fill us 

with your Spirit as we hear your word this day, that we may be justice seekers and 

peacemakers, sharing your life among those who are forgotten, weak, or persecuted, 

and revealing to all your glory. Amen. 

“Challenging the Present” 

Friends, I just want to begin this morning by saying how thankful I am that you are 

here.  I know you have many demands on your time and obligations to meet and 

therefore the temptation to stay at home on Sunday is great, so thank you for being 

here.  You are what makes this church so great, and such a special place to be and 

for me to serve these past 15 years.   

I was talking last week with my Dad.  They have a new pastor at their church, a young 

man who started just about 2 months ago.  They have a little boy, I think he’s about 4 

or 5 years old and he and his wife are expecting another baby in February.  My 

parents are thrilled the church hired someone young.  My Dad was laughing with me 

about how the pastor’s son was making some noise in church and made some jokes 

about “those preacher’s kids”.  And I told him yes I knew all about that and 

sometimes Charlotte doesn’t have her shoes on when she comes forward for 

communion.  She just kicks them off, I told him, no one seems to mind much but me.  

But of course the reason she does that is because she feels so at home here, and at 

home with all of you.  So thank you for making this such a wonderful place for me to 

serve and for my family to call home all these years.  Thank you for being you – and 

for making this church such a special place to be. 

So I hope you’ve caught on these past few weeks or months at how excited I am 

about our future; I just have this feeling – which I believe comes from God – that we 

are on the cusp of something really great.  I think the Vision 20/20 work we did last 

spring holds untold potential, and I’m excited to be in ministry with you at this time 

and to see where God leads us. 

It occurred to me, though, that when we rolled out our vision, mission, values and 

goals in June, I didn’t say much about what they mean to me or what I think they 



mean to the church.  You’ve heard about our goals – to grow the church spiritually 

and numerically – and we’re working hard on those goals.  But those goals didn’t 

come to us out of thin air.  Nor did the mission statement or values.  They were born 

from the vision we laid out.  The vision, to be a faith community that challenges the 

present to change the future to make Christ known – is the foundation for everything 

we’re doing.  The vision answers why we do what we do; the mission answers how 

we’re going to do it; and the values are guiding principles.  They definitely need to 

work in tandem with each other, but it’s the vision that’s the backbone.   

So today we’re going to look particularly at the first phrase – challenge the present.  

What does it mean to challenge the present?  How are we going to do that?  How do 

we do that now?  And how can you be a part of that?   

So in order to get at some answers to those questions we’re going to unpack Micah’s 

well known words to the Israelites: He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And 

what does the Lord require of you?  To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with God.  This verse, I think, is one of the most important verses in the 

Bible.  It might even come in the top 5 for me – and it should affect everything we do 

here – because God isn’t just suggesting that doing justice, loving kindness, and 

walking humbly with God is a good thing to do; God is saying, “These are 

requirements.  Requirements.” 

So what’s going on in Micah that God would lay out these requirements for faith? 

Micah is a prophet in the 8th century BCE.  His book was likely written sometime 

between 750-700 BCE.  At this time the Holy Land was already divided into 2 

kingdoms.  There was Israel in the north and Judah in the south.  Sometimes these 

two kingdoms got along, and sometimes they didn’t, but at the time Micah writes 

they appear to be collegial with one another.   

There was relative prosperity for some, but as is usually the case, there were others 

who weren’t doing so well.  As one scholar wrote: “The eighth century was a period 

of new wealth in the country that had evidently benefitted some more than others.”   

Back then, everyone had a small piece of land that they farmed and lived on.  They 

grew their food, built their home, and kept this piece of land safe and sound so they 

could pass it down to their children and grandchildren because it was their biggest 

asset – just like our homes for us are our biggest asset.  But sometimes people fell on 

hard times so they had to take out a mortgage or two on their land, but not all of the 



lenders were reputable.  Some lenders took advantage of people and charged 

interest that made it impossible to pay back the loan.  When this happened the land 

went into foreclosure and was snapped up by larger landholders or farmers who 

would often hire the original landowner to farm the land but at a wage that was far 

below minimum.   

It’s into this situation that Micah comes and addresses the people about the 

economic injustice that’s happening. 

Now you should know that the sins prophets most often denounced were economic 

injustice and idolatry.  That may come as a surprise to you since the sins people are 

most fixated on today are sexual sins, but back then the two sins most often 

denounced were economic injustice and idolatry.  Idolatry, as you probably know, is 

making something other than God a god, and there’s nothing more that people want 

to make an idol of than wealth and money.  It was true then, and it’s true now.   

So Micah speaks to those loan sharks, and anyone else who doesn’t care for the 

“little guy”, and basically takes them to court.  “Rise, plead your case before the 

mountains,” Micah tells the people on behalf of God.  “Hear, you mountains, the 

controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has 

a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel.” 

Micah says all of this to the people!  And that had to come as a shock to them 

because they were religious people who liked to make a show of how religious they 

are.  They pray, they go to temple, and make sacrifices for God.  But they don’t make 

a connection between what they do in worship and how they run their businesses or 

went about their daily lives.  They sang, prayed, and worshipped but then paid their 

workers a paltry wage that they couldn’t live on and foreclosed on their neighbors’ 

homes.  And for this God is angry.  Very angry. 

Well, at some point in all of this someone came to his or her senses, because the 

question is asked: 

What can we do to make up for our behavior?  

And they offer some suggestions: 

Shall I give you a burnt offering? How about that? Would you like that, God? Or 

how about 1000 rams? Would that be good? As they go on, their suggestions get 



more and more absurd. How about 10,000 rivers of oil (which was olive oil). 

Something no one had and God doesn’t want. 

And then they get to the most absurd request of all. How about I sacrifice my first 

born son? Will that do? Will that please you, God? Now can we kiss and make up? 

It’s crazy. But the people offer it as a solution because there were kings at that 

time who offered their firstborn sons as a sacrifice to deities. 

But to all of that God says: 

No! I don’t want any of that. 

You know, you know what is good. I want you to do justice, love kindness, and 

walk humbly with me. That’s what I want. 

First justice.  Justice in the Bible always seeks to balance personal good with 

communal good.  In other words, there should be an equal distribution of goods, 

benefits and burdens.  God requires us to be a voice for oppressed persons, 

unprotected persons, widows and foreigners, and to fight for the rights of 

handicapped persons, minorities, elderly persons, poor persons, and every person 

treated as less than God’s child.   

Next up is kindness, or in Hebew hessed, which means God’s loving kindness.  We 

love kindness by sharing God’s love with others which involves both affection and 

ethical love of neighbor.    In other words, it’s not enough just to say you love your 

neighbor, you need to treat your neighbor like you love them, too. 

And last, walking humbly with God implies an attitude of reverence and openness 

coupled with a sense of personal integrity, candor and honesty. It’s a call to see 

ourselves as servants of God and remember that we’re not “all that”.   

So, do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.  

That’s a tall order – and it is an order, not a suggestion.  A requirement.   

2,700 years later Micah’s concerns are still our concerns.  Issues like immigration, 

the minimum wage, and income inequality are all front page news.  And we 

continue to disagree about them.  Start talking about these things and 

immediately conservatives and liberals draw lines in the sand.  Both sides have 

opinions on how to tackle the issues of our day.  You have opinions on how to 



tackle the issues, and I have opinions, and we may disagree.  And we may agree to 

disagree.  But what we can’t do is then walk away from the issues.  As people of 

faith, walking away is not an option.  We are required to do justice, love kindness 

and walk humbly with God, and when we do that we will, inevitably, challenge the 

present.   

And that makes some people understandably nervous.  Some of you in your notes 

two weeks ago about what you think the role of the church should be noted that 

the church shouldn’t be involved in politics.   A couple people said the church 

should give guidance to people but not mandates on how to live.  But friends, God 

gives mandates.  And if the church can’t speak up about those mandates, who 

will?  Our world has made wealth, power and prestige a god, and we should not 

be OK with that.  We are required to challenge that.  We may disagree on how to 

challenge that, but not challenging is not an option.   

Being a Christian isn’t only about trusting Jesus, or praying, or seeking God’s 

support or the support of God’s people; it’s also about rolling up our sleeves and 

doing something. 

And I know you know this, because we do this here at FDP.  In fact, we do a 

tremendous amount of mission work for a church of our size.  Buddy packs, circle 

of concern, the Christmas giving tree, the list could on.  And many of you are 

involved in agencies and organizations outside the church, too.   

But what if we challenged ourselves to do more.  What if we said that a 

requirement of being a member here is that everyone needs to serve outside the 

walls of the church at least once a year?  How many additional hours would that 

add up to at food outreach? 

Or what if we challenged ourselves to bring an extra item for the food collection?  

Or if you regularly forget, like me, what if we said the loose money in the plate 

would go towards the food collection? 

But let’s take it a step further, and challenge ourselves to do something with 

these sacred conversations on race we’ve been involved in.  What if someone 

took it upon him or herself to start a conversation with Bob Shelton, the city 

administrator for Frontenac, and the police chief, and say, “You know, we’ve been 

involved in these conversations, and we’re not really sure what to do with them 



or that we have the answers.  But we know that things aren’t like they should be.  

Would you be willing to sit down with us some time and talk to us?”   

And what if we invited someone to work alongside us in these endeavors.  Folks, 

you don’t need to be member here to participate in Buddy Packs or food outreach 

or any of the other things we do.  What if we invited one person to come along 

side us?  Well we’d double what we do!  Imagine what we could do together to 

change our city and change the world? 

Friends, this is how we begin to make Christ known.  Folks aren’t going to all of a 

sudden come to know Christ because of some persuasive argument we make.  

They’re going to come to know Christ because we reflect and live God's love, 

accept and affirm all and inspire a passion to do God's work.  That’s how.   

This week, I want you to ask yourself, how are you personally seeking to do 

justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God at work, at home, and by your 

influence?  And then, I ask you to prayerfully consider how you can be a part of 

challenging the present.  If it’s not by taking part in something we’re currently 

doing, what is it and what can I do to help you?   

How can you, how can we, challenge the present to change the future to make 

Christ known? 

 

Amen.  

 

 


